EARLY LIFE AND FAMILY CIRCLE    71

Shih-k'ai's drastic dissolution of the Kuo Min-tang
(or revolutionary party) he was persuaded to return
to Peking. There he took office as chairman of the
short-lived Political Council, evidently believing in an
early restoration of the Manchus to the throne. But
when the Political Council was superseded by the State
Council, consisting almost entirely of Yuan's personal
adherents, and when the movement for putting Yuan
upon the throne began to assume definite direction,
he left the capital again and retired into private life*
An honest reactionary of the old regime and a sincere
patriot according to his lights, Li Ching-hsi resembles
his famous uncle in the courage, initiative, and
independence of his opinions. Many of his State
papers have displayed these qualities, most notably
a Memorial in which he advised the Throne to declare
war against Great Britain over the Pien-Ma frontier
question, and another in which he urged the Regent
in 1909 to open Parliament at a date earlier than that
promised by Tzti. Hsi in 1907. He was cashiered in
1902 by the Old Buddha for " petulant and querulous
importunity," but was subsequently restored to
office*

Though ban enfant by nature and genial in his
domestic life, Li Hung-chang was a stem parent to
his sons, and especially strict in enforcing discipline
in the matter of study* His ideas on the subject of
education were liberal, not to say unorthodox, but
he expected from his sons, grandsons, and nephews
the same reverential attitude of filial piety which he
himself was always at pains to display, together with
profound respect for the Classics* His dpni^sticity,
like that of most wealthy Chinese tajtn, was of the
patriarchal order, becoming gradually more pro-